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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3115

AS AMVENDED BY THE SENATE

Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Conmttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representatives Darneille, Talcott, Mrrell, Geen, MDonald, O nsby,

Si npson and Roberts)
READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a foster parent critical support
and retention program anendi ng RCW 74. 13. 280; addi ng new sections to
chapter 74.13 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Foster parents are able to successfully maintain placenents of
sexual ly reactive children, physically assaultive children, or children
with other high-risk behaviors when they are provided wth proper
training and support. Lack of support contributes to placenent
di sruptions and nultiple noves between foster hones.

(2) Young children who have experienced repeated early abuse and
trauma are at high risk for behavior later in life that is sexually
deviant, if left untreated. Placenent with a well-trained, prepared,
and supported foster famly can break this cycle.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A foster parent critical support and retention program is
established to retain foster parents who care for sexually reactive

p. 1 2SHB 3115. PL
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children, physically assaultive children, or children with other high-
ri sk behaviors. Services shall consist of short-termtherapeutic and
educational interventions to support the stability of the placenent.
The foster parent critical support and retention program is to be
i npl enented under the division of children and famly services

contract and supervision. A contractor nust denonstrate experience
provi di ng i n-honme case managenent, as well as experience working with
caregivers of children with significant behavioral issues that pose a
threat to others or thenselves or the stability of the placenent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Under the foster parent critical support and retention program
foster parents who care for sexually reactive children, physically
assaultive children, or children with other high-risk behaviors shal
receive:

(1) Availability at any tinme of the day or night to address
specific concerns related to the identified child,

(2) Assessnent of risk and devel opnent of a safety and supervision
pl an;

(3) Honme-based foster parent training utilizing evidence-based
nodel s; and

(4) Referral to relevant community services and training provided
by the local children's adm nistration office or community agenci es.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The departnent of social and health services
shall prepare and provide to the legislature, by Decenber 1, 2006, a
conprehensive report regarding the departnent's policies and practices
relating to referrals, investigations, and records of child abuse and
negl ect all egations. At a mnmm the report shall include
recomendations for inprovenent of the departnent's current practice
t o:

(1) Define terns relating to referrals and investigative findings;

(2) Provide guidelines for determ ning whether a referral is to be
assi gned and investi gat ed,;

(3) Manage records of calls which are received but not
I nvesti gat ed;

2SHB 3115. PL p. 2
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(4) Establish a tineline for the destruction of records regarding
i nvestigations which resulted in no investigation, an inconclusive
finding, or an unfounded finding;

(5) Disclose to foster parents information regarding sexually
reactive and physically aggressive tendencies of children placed in
t heir hones;

(6) Respond to allegations of abuse, neglect, or failure to
supervi se against foster parents when the allegations arise from the
conduct of a child who is sexually reactive or has physically
aggressive tendencies and the foster parent did not have prior
knowl edge of those tendencies or the child was not in the reasonable
control of the foster parent; and

(7) Protect the due process rights of individuals who are not
afforded the protection of the child abuse and prevention and treat nent
act .

Sec. 5. RCW74.13.280 and 2001 ¢ 318 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in RCW70.24. 105, whenever a child is placed
in out-of-hone care by the departnment or a child-placing agency, the
departnent or agency shall share information about the child and the
child s famly with the care provider and shall consult with the care
provi der regarding the child s case plan. If the child is dependent
pursuant to a proceedi ng under chapter 13.34 RCW the departnent or
agency shall keep the care provider inforned regarding the dates and
| ocation of dependency review and permanency planning hearings
pertaining to the child.

(2) Information about the child shall include information about
behavi oral and enotional problens of the child and whether the child is

a sexually reactive child.

(3) Any person who receives information about a child or a child's
famly pursuant to this section shall keep the information confidenti al
and shall not further disclose or dissemnate the information except as
aut hori zed by | aw.

((63))) (4) D sclosure of any relevant health care infornation
shall be consistent with RCW 70.24.105 and any qguidelines or
recommendations established by the departnent of health concerning
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di scl osure of such information, including testing for and di scl osure of

information related to bl ood-borne pat hogens.

(5 Nothing in this section shall be construed to limt the
authority of the departnment or child-placing agencies to disclose
client information or to maintain client confidentiality as provided by
| aw.

~-- END ---
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